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St. Thomas chapel set 

for renovation

Do you feel it?! 
Do you feel that 

unique joy and hope 
that surrounds us in our cel-
ebration of the Savior’s birth? 
It is not a logical hope because 
it comes in spite of the difficul-
ties of life and the upheavals 
we see throughout the world. 

At times the world seems 
like a dead stump and as hard 

as we look there is no sprout, 
no hope. Why be so hopeful? 
We are hopeful because we do 
not hope in the world. 

We are hopeful because our 
God does not allow us to shut 
him out completely. He finds 
a space to enter our lives even 
if it means entering through 
a stable. Our Christmas joy is 
found in our HOPE IN THE 

LORD who does not, did not 
give up on us.

The tree of Jesse that ap-
pears dead, gives life. The 
ancient prophesies for which 
people of faith waited cen-
turies, are fulfilled. Where it 
seemed all was lost a Savior 
is born and the love of God is 
not held back. In spite of our 
troubles and concerns, we 

have hope in our God who is 
Emmanuel, God with us and 
born for us this Christmas 
Day.

I pray that this hope will 
fill you and your family with 
joy this Christmas. I also pray 
that you have a prosperous, 
healthy and faith filled New 
Year.  Hope in the Lord and 
Merry Christmas.

By Debbie Shelley
The Catholic Commentator

The Diocese of Baton Rouge 
marked the year 2022 with listening 
sessions for Catholic faithful, victory 
for the unborn, goodbyes and new 
starts. 

In response to Pope Francis’ call 
to engage in a synodal process en-
titled “Toward a Synodal Church: 
Communion, Participation, Mis-
sion,” the diocese hosted a series of 
listening sessions. Every corner of 
the diocese was touched as listening 
sessions were held in each deanery. 

The listening sessions looked at 
how the local church was doing in 
evangelizing, serving and being in-
clusive of the marginalized and the 
separated and divorced and young 
people. The final report of listening 
sessions was published in the July 1 
issue of The Catholic Commentator.

 Two men took their next step to-

ward the priesthood when Bishop 
Michael G. Duca ordained them tran-
sitional deacons May 28 at St. Joseph 
Cathedral in Baton Rouge. Deacon 
Joseph Bresowar and Deacon Albert 
Blount are scheduled to be ordained 
in May  at St. Joseph Cathedral.

A victory on behalf of the life 
of the unborn occurred on June 
27 when the U.S. Supreme Court 
released a decision in the case of 
Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health 
Organization, which overturned the 
landmark Roe v. Wade ruling. In re-
taliation, a group of vandals defaced 
Woman’s New Life Clinic in Baton 
Rouge, which supports women in cri-
sis pregnancy situations. Undaunted, 
the clinic quickly re-opened and it 
and other crisis pregnancy centers, 
church parishes and pro-life minis-
tries increased their efforts to sup-
port mothers with unplanned preg-
nancies.

The year also saw the develop-
ment of “new things” within the dio-
cese.

First, there was the creation of the 
Office of Life, Peace and Justice. 

“Offering strategic leadership to 
parishes and apostolates through 
advocacy, education and service are 
essential for the church to reach out 
to the most vulnerable and have been 
one of the bishop’s top priorities in 
his episcopacy,” Vicar General Father 
Jamin David said. 

 Among the ministries coordinat-
ed by office director Deacon Randall 
Waguespack are prison, respect life 
and hospital/nursing homes.

The Office of Stewardship of 
the Diocese of Baton Rouge also 
launched a Women’s Giving Circle, 
a group dedicated to glorifying 
God. Their mission is to “give, pray, 
bless.”

In its first year, the organization 
distributed $73,000 among six non-
profit organizations.

Bonnie Mart, co-founder of 
the Women’s Giving Circle, said at 
the award presentation in May at 
the Cypress Springs Mercedarian 
Prayer Center in Baton Rouge, “We 
couldn’t have expected or wanted 
anything better” for the developing 
organization.  

In an historic moment for the 
diocese, the Hispanic Apostolate 
celebrated the Rite of Election at St. 
Pius X Church in Baton Rouge on 
March 13.  There were 70 welcomed 
at the ceremony. Bishop Duca cel-
ebrated the ceremony, including the 
homily, entirely in Spanish.

“It is an honor and a profound joy 
to serve as a bridge for so many of 
our brothers and sisters who have a 
strong fervor to receive Jesus Christ 
and be part of this process,” Julia 
Scarnato, director of the Hispanic 
Apostolate, said. 

GOODBYES, NEW STARTS

SEE REVIEW PAGE 12

2022 brought
challenges, 

rewards

Bishop Michael J. Duca is pictured leading the 
rosary at St. Joseph Cathedral in Baton Rouge 
on March 25, participating with Catholics world-
wide praying for peace in Ukraine. The conse-
cration was just one of many highlights in 2022. 
Photo by Richard Meek | The Catholic Commentator

Feeling the joy of Christmas hope

From the Bishop 
Bishop Michael G. Duca
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Because of her ‘Yes’
By Dine Dow

Happy New Year to all! The church contin-
ues the celebration of Christmas. Most espe-
cially on Jan. 1 when  we not only celebrate 
the Octave Day of Christmas (8th day)  but 
we also remember Jesus’ mother 
on the Solemnity of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, the mother of God, 
and honor her role in God’s plan 
for humanity’s salvation. Hence, we 
have many reasons to rejoice because of 
her ‘yes.’

A little background
It was by the pen of Pope St. Paul VI in 

1974 that we come to honor Mary on the first 
of January. One of the fruits of  the Second 
Vatican Council was an emphasis on devo-
tions, especially to the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
The council describes the “treasury of the 
church,” points us to the “infinite value” of 
the merits of Jesus Christ as redeemer; the 
merits offered in order for the entire world to 
be set free from sin and attain communion 
with God. The treasury includes the prayers 
and good works of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
which are truly immense, unfathomable and 
pristine in their values before God.”

Considering this, Pope St. Paul VI invited 
the faithful to a deeper love of Mary, mother 
of God, as her life leads all souls to Jesus. He 
attributes a “fitting increase of veneration” 
and devotion towards the mother of God. 
Mary most holy, is of sound doctrine and in 
keeping with our worship and adoration of 
the Lord, Jesus Christ. He continues, “And 
the increased knowledge of Mary’s mission 
has become joyful veneration of her and ador-
ing respect for the wise plan of God, who has 
placed within his family (the church), as in ev-
ery home, the figure of a woman, who in a hid-
den manner and in a spirit of service watches 
over that family and carefully looks after it 
until the glorious day of the Lord” (“Apostolic 
Exhortation of His Holiness Paul VI, Marialis 
Cultus,” Feb., 2, 1974).

Mother of the living  (Lk 2:16-21)
St. Luke’s Gospel includes the visit of the 

shepherds. After witnessing the proclamation 
of “a multitude by the heavenly host with the 
angel” (Lk 2:13) of the birth of the Messiah, 
the shepherds “went in haste to Bethlehem 
and found Mary and Joseph and the infant ly-

ing in the manger.” Recall that Mary, herself, 
went “in haste” (Lk 1:39) to visit her cousin 
Elizabeth. Both encounters elicited immedi-
acy, together with awe and wonder, of gifts 
of the Holy Spirit! After encountering the in-
fant Messiah of humble birth, the shepherds 

echoed the decree of the 
angels by proclaiming the 
good news to all they met. 

Those in turn “were amazed 
by what had been told them by 
the shepherds” (Lk 2:18). We are 

called to be shepherds of faith, echoing the 
mysteries of salvation to all we meet.

We are also called like Mary to reflect in 
our hearts the early events in the life of Christ 
and how these connect to God’s plan of sal-
vation. St. John Paul II explained that as the 
knot of Eve’s disobedience is untied through 
Mary’s ‘yes,’ so too is Mary’s fiat decisive for 
the accomplishment of the divine plan of sal-
vation. “Eve brought death, but Mary brings 
life, so that Mary becomes the mother of the 
living” (St. John Paul II, “Redemptoris Mater” 
19,  1987). Because of her “yes” to being the 
mother of Christ, we can say “yes” to life in 
Christ.

Mother of hope
The shepherds went in haste with hope. 

Hope is one of the three theological virtues 
having direct interaction with the Blessed 
Trinity and is foundational for living a moral 
life. Specifically, hope is desiring for eternal 
life,  trusting in the promises of Jesus and re-
lying upon the grace of the Holy Spirit to help. 
We hope for the glory of heaven as we are 
Christian disciples, following the Lord. We 
are called to live in hope and share this hope. 
Mary is our mother of hope, especially in our 
darkest moments. Pope Francis, speaking at 
the Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima in 2017, said, 
“dear brothers and sisters, let us pray to God 
with the hope that others will hear us; and let 
us speak to others with the certainty that God 
will help us. Indeed, God created us to be a 
source of hope for others, a true and attain-
able hope.” Because of her “yes” to hope, we 
can say “yes” to a life of hope.

Mother of the light
We celebrate the Epiphany of the Lord on 

the last Sunday of the Christmas season. The 
prophet Isaiah describes the radiant light of 

This year I will …
Filling in the blanks looks easy on 

Jan. 1 but as the year goes on those 
blanks remained unfilled.

You’re probably thinking, “I hear 
you laughing because you’ve seen 
me roll out the New Year’s resolu-
tions before, only to wave the white 
flag and surrender. My reflexes were 
too quick and I hit the snooze but-
ton when the alarm went off way too 
early, reminding me to get up and 
exercise. And my sweet tooth had 
the last say when I saw my favorite 
delicacies on the table. I also had 
to finish those thriller novels to see 
how things turned out before pick-
ing up the Bible. Tomorrow always 
looked pretty good.”

But wait there is help! This year 
you will have a better chance by 
turning to saints to help keep your 
New Year’s resolutions. Like good 
friends they will be there for you:

Some good companions in the 
gym, walking trails or streets are 
St. John Paul II and St. Sebastian. 
St. John Paul II loved to hike in the 
mountains and ski. He installed a 
swimming pool when he became 
pope at Castel Gandolfo, where he 
resided in the summer. He quipped 
the pool was cheaper than paying 
for a new conclave to those who ex-
pressed disapproval.  

A believer in athletics, Pope John 
Paul preached a homily “Jubilee of 
Sports People” in Rome’s Olympic 

Stadium on Oct. 29, 2000. 
St. Sebastian was not an athlete 

but he was a member of an elite 
group of guards for the emperor. 
When Emperor Diocletian persecut-
ed Christians, St. Sebastian used his 
status to visit prisoners. Enraged, 
the emperor ordered him be execut-
ed by shooting arrows and he was 
left for dead.

But he miraculously survived and 
came back to rebuke the emperor. 
He was then beaten to death. He is 
the patron saint of athletes and the 
Pontifical Swiss Guards. 

If needing some help getting or-
ganized, you can call on St. Bene-
dict. St. Benedict’s Rule organized 
the monastic day into regular peri-
ods of communal and private prayer, 
sleep, spiritual reading and manual 
labor. He  was a model for monaster-
ies and convents.

If you want to get things orga-
nized around the house or get the 
housework done, you want St. Zita, 
the patron saint of homemakers 
and house cleaners, at your door. St. 
Zita never missed a Mass even while 
keeping up with formidable chores 
demanded by her employer. 

If you have some bad habits or 
addiction you are trying to quit, 
ask for help from St. John of Kro-
ndstadt. Just read his “My life in 
Christ” about the dangers of living 
the carnal life.

  |  DID YOU KNOW

‘Fresh start’
with the saints

By Father Chris Decker

SEE DYK PAGE 10
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A statue to inspire

Father Josh Johnson, pastor at Sacred Heart Church in 
Baton Rouge, is all smiles as he welcomes a statue of St. 
Josephine Margaret Bakhita in the church. The statue 
was gifted to the church through a benefactor. Photo cour-
tesy of Suzanne Payne | Office of Vocations, Diocese of Baton Rouge

By Richard Meek
The Catholic commentator

Several years ago, while on a 
silent retreat in Miami with the 
Servants of the Pierced Heart 
of Jesus and Mary, Father Josh 
Johnson was deeply touched 
when his eyes set-
tled on a statue 
of St. Josephine 
Bakhita, the patron 
saint of human 
trafficking.

He immediately 
began an earnest 
search to locate a 
similar statue but 
was unsuccessful.

Fast forward a 
number of years 
and while visit-
ing with Suzanne 
Payne, the office 
manager of the Of-
fice of Vocations, 
Father Johnson 
casually mentioned 
how much he loved 
the statue and his 
desire to one day 
obtain one  for Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus Church in 
Baton Rouge, where he is pastor.

“Unbeknownst to me, (Payne) 
began making phone calls im-
mediately to benefactors and 
surprised me with the statue,”  
Father Johnson, who serves as 
vocations director, said.  

Payne, who worked for Fa-
ther Johnson for more than 
two years, said she spent seven 
months searching for the statue. 
During a Serra Club meeting she 
attended earlier this year with 
Father Johnson and Father An-
drew Merrick, Payne said she 
was inspired to approach a “very 
kind man” and relate to him Fa-
ther Johnson’s dream. 

The donor agreed to fund the 
entire project. 

“When I was thanking him, 
I asked him if he realized how 
many people would be inspired 
by his generosity for genera-
tions,” Payne said.

The statue also has an Our 
Lady of Sorrows medal around 
her neck. 

“As part of our faith, we often 
look at the lives of our saints and 
their relationship with Jesus as 
inspiration and encouragement 
for our own path to sainthood,” 
Payne said.

St. Josephine, an enslaved 
women of color for much of her 
life, has been a long-time inspi-

ration for Father Johnson. He 
noted that similar to Christ, St. 
Josephine experienced physical 
and mental suffering, her body 
covered with scars from the 
physical abuse she endured at 
the hands of her heartless mas-
ters.

He said she was haunted with 
memories of being stripped na-
ked, mocked, cursed and phys-
ically assaulted on numerous 
occasions.

“She was drawn to engage 
Jesus in a personal relationship 
because when she encountered 
the crucified and wounded body 
of Jesus, she realized that she 
was not alone,” Father Johnson 
said. “In him she saw someone 
who was in solidarity with her. 

“When I experience seasons 
of profound suffering, St. Jo-
sephine reminds me that I can 
turn to Jesus as well and find 
in him a friend who also knows 
what it is like to be misunder-
stood, mocked, rejected, aban-
doned and betrayed.”

Father Johnson said one of 
his priorities was to introduce 
St. Josephine to the student 
body at Sacred Heart, who he 
noted is one of the most diverse 
schools in the Diocese in Baton 
Rouge. He wanted  to expose 
them to the diversity of saints 
represented in their church, 
school and campus. 

He said the parish has men 
and women from every age, race, 
ethnicity, gender and socio-eco-
nomic background who are rec-
ognized as saints, blessed, ven-
erable and servants of God.

“When our students see these 

paintings, stained glass win-
dows and statues of the holy 
men and women who have pre-
ceded us in our walk toward 
eternity, they can be inspired to 
follow in their footsteps and sur-
render their lives to Jesus Christ 
as well,” Father Johnson said.

Parishioners and 
students  have reacted 
positively, Father John-
son said. He added that 
people from various 
corners of the diocese  
have traveled to see the 
statue and spend time 
in prayer in front of St. 
Josephine.

“Since her incor-
ruptible body is still 
in Italy, having her 
life-size statue in our 
church has made her 
accessible to many 
people who will never 
be able to travel across 
the sea on pilgrimage,” 
Father Johnson said.

Although enduring 
horrific circumstances 
that one can only imag-
ine, St. Josephine for-

gave the men who abducted her 
as a child and sold her into slav-
ery. History noted that those hu-
man traffickers never apologized 
but as a woman of Christ she of-
fered them her forgiveness.

“Jesus forgave people who 
weren’t apologetic for their sins,” 
Father Johnson said. “I hope 
and pray St. Josephine’s pres-
ence in our church will inspire 
a new generation of Catholics 
to imitate Jesus and extend for-
giveness to the people who have 
wounded them, especially the 
people who have not apologized 
to them and may never apolo-
gize. 

“St. Josephine reminds us by 
her example that we are called to 
forgive everyone, whether they 
say ‘I’m sorry’ or not.”

St. Josephine was known for 
often spending time in eucha-
ristic adoration. Father Johnson 
said that because St. Josephine 
spent so much time sitting, 
watching and praying in the 
presence of Christ she thought, 
spoke and acted like Christ 
throughout her religious life.

“I hope that her presence and 
story inspires our parishioners 
and students to also commit to 
intentional and consistent time 
in adoration of Christ so they too 
can imitate Jesus in their lives,” 
Payne said.

Joe Skibinski, Agent
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COMMUNITY COMES TOGETHER – Church parishes, businesses, families and indi-
viduals came together to assist Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Baton Rouge 
help those in need have a brighter Christmas through its Community Comes To-
gether for Christmas. Toys, bikes and much needed essential items were brought 
to CCDBR at the Catholic Life Center and then distributed them to families and in-
dividuals for Christmas. Photo by Debbie Shelley | The Catholic Commentator

BISHOP’S GIFT DISTRIBUTION – Children of families in need received presents, as 
well and hope, when Bishop Michael G. Duca distributed gifts at the Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul Dining Room in Baton Rouge on Saturday, Dec. 17. Numerous vol-
unteers and the community came together to help SVDP provide a brighter Christ-
mas for children who otherwise may not have received any presents for Christmas. 
Photo by Debbie Shelley | The Catholic Commentator  
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By Richard Meek
The Catholic Commentator

St. Thomas Chapel sits alone on a busy 
highway in Springfield, her simple Greek 
Revival structure offering a cozy and 
country feel as she extends a friendly wel-
come to visitors.

The chapel has been the heartbeat of 
the Springfield community for more than 
80 years. But as she enters into her ninth 
decade, age is taking its toll necessitating 
perhaps not a full overhaul but certainly a 
nip here and a tuck there.

“When I arrived (at St. Margaret 
Queen of Scotland Church in Albany) St. 
Thomas was in the best shape of the paro-
chial buildings,” said Father Jamin David, 
pastor of St. Margaret and St. Thomas. 
“Since we’ve had subsequent renovations 
on the St. Margaret property, St. Thomas 
is clearly in the worst shape.”

But by late 2023, St. Thomas should 
have bounced back in her step with a 
brighter, refreshed look. 

Father David said a fundraising cam-
paign is underway to complete work 
scheduled at the church, which was orig-
inally completed with contributions from 
the Shoo family, who requested the chap-

el be given St. Thomas as its patron since 
their son’s name was Thomas.  

Plans include replacing the roof and 
metal work on the steeple and restoring it 
from a shingled roof to a metal roof. 

The exterior siding, which was add-

ed in the 1980s but which also suffered 
damage during Hurricane Ida, will be 
removed and replaced with concrete 
board stylized to match the original ar-
chitecture.

Energy efficient windows will be added 

and the glass installed in the 1980s will 
be replaced with clear, frosted glass to re-
store the church to its former integrity.

Also included in the plans, Father 
David said, are the refinishing and var-
nishing of the original wood  floors, re-
placing the pews with new ones to match 
the original aesthetic, removal of all car-
pet, restoring the sacristy and sanctuary 
to match the traditional integrity of the 
building and installing a new HVAC and 
sound system.

Father David said the most recent ren-
ovations were more than 30 years ago 
and along with the normal wear and tear, 
Hurricane Ida damaged the roof which 
led to subsequent damage to the interior 
of St. Thomas.

“Starting with the 2022 iGiveCatholic 
campaign, we have asked our parishio-
ners to consider some sacrificial giving to 
make the project a reality,” Father David 
said. “While not everyone is able to give 
in this sacrificial way, breaking down the 
costs this way makes the project doable.  
It’s an extra $15 per week, per family.  

“As I remind my congregation, we 
spend this by stopping by the coffee shop 
every week for convenience.”

St. Thomas Chapel set for renovation

SEE CHAPEL PAGE 11

St. Thomas Chapel in Springfield Photo by Richard Meek | The Catholic Commentator
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Turning 65 or new to Medicare?

It’s time to get Medicare-ready
Get a free* benefits review from a professional
Whether you have Medicare already or you’re taking your first steps toward 
it, now’s the time to learn about what Humana Medicare Advantage plans 
are available for 2023 and what they offer.  

More than a plan
Humana goes the extra mile to help you get the care you need. This is more 
than health insurance. It’s human care. 
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Humana Medicare Advantage plans and stand-alone prescription drug plans.

Call a licensed Humana sales agent

Sarah Sotile
225-354-9220 (TTY: 711) 
ssotile@humana.com 
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* There’s no obligation to enroll.
† Humana Inc. First Quarter 2022 Earnings Release April 27, 2022.
Humana is a Medicare Advantage HMO, PPO and PFFS organization with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in any Humana plan depends on
contract renewal. At Humana, it is important you are treated fairly. Humana Inc. and its subsidiaries comply with applicable federal civil
rights laws and do not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, sexual orientation, gender, gender identity,
ancestry, ethnicity, marital status, religion or language. English: ATTENTION: If you do not speak English, language assistance services, free of
charge, are available to you. Call 1-877-320-1235 (TTY: 711). Español (Spanish): ATENCIÓN: Si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios
gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1-877-320-1235 (TTY: 711). 繁體中文 (Chinese): 注意：如果您使用繁體中文 ，您可以免費獲得語言援助
服務 。請致電 1-877-320-1235 (TTY：711) 。

Come visit me at:
Humana's Neighborhood Center
10330 Airline Hwy., Baton Rouge, LA 70816 
By appointment only
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A more human way 
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History of Immaculate Conception/Jesus’ lineage
Q   On Dec. 8 we celebrated the 

feast of the Immaculate Concep-
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary.   

What is the history of this feast?

A On Dec. 8, 1854, Pope Pius IX 
proclaimed “the most Blessed 
Virgin Mary, in the first instance 

of her conception, by a singular grace 
and privilege granted 
by almighty God, in 
view of the merits 
of Jesus Christ, the 
savior of the human 
race, was preserved 
free from all stain 
of original sin, is a 
doctrine revealed by 
God and therefore 
to be believed firmly 
and constantly by all 
the faithful.”  

Many believe the 
Immaculate Concep-
tion relates to the 
conception of Jesus.  
True, Jesus was 
conceived without 
original sin, but the feast day celebrated 
Dec. 8 annually relates to Mary’s concep-
tion in her mother’s womb.

Even though it was only declared 
a doctrine of the church in 1854, the 
church celebrated the feast of the Immac-
ulate Conception of Mary in the seventh 
century in Palestine as the “Conception 
by St. Anne of the Theotokos (mother of 
God)” on Dec. 9.   When the observance 
spread to “the west,” the date of the feast 
was ultimately changed to Dec. 8, nine 
months before Our Blessed Lady’s birth-

day of Sept. 8.  
During the middle ages many theo-

logians, including St. Anselm of Canter-
bury, St. Albert the Great, St. Thomas 
Aquinas and St. Bonaventure opposed 
this doctrine.  They believed there was 
no justification for the opinion that Mary 
was conceived without original sin; Mary 

had to have been touched 
by original sin for at least 
an instant in her moth-
er’s womb.  

Blessed John Dun 
Scotus (1266-1308) 
disputed this; he laid 
the foundation of the 
Immaculate Conception 
of Mary so well and suf-
ficiently that from that 
time the idea of Mary’s 
Immaculate Conception 
prevailed.  The Council 
of Basel in 1439 affirmed 
this, as did the Council 
of Trent (1545-1563), 
which explicitly declared 
that Mary was free from 

original sin.
In 1830, Mary appeared to St. Cath-

erine Labouré.  Mary was standing 
on a globe, with dazzling rays of light 
streaming from her outstretched hands 
surrounded by the inscription “O Mary, 
conceived without sin, pray for us who 
have recourse to thee.”  As a result of this 
apparition, the Miraculous Medal was 
born, which acknowledged her Immacu-
late Conception.  

In 1858, Our Lady appeared to St. 
Bernadette Soubirous in Lourdes, 

France.  Many people, including church 
officials, doubted this apparition.  St. 
Bernadette did not know who the lady 
was so her family and friends asked St. 
Bernadette to ask her who she was.  Our 
Lady’s reply was, “Que soy era Immacu-
lada Conceptiou,” which means “I am the 
Immaculate Conception.”  

When St. Bernadette told the parish 
priest Mary’s reply, he was convinced 
that St. Bernadette had been seeing 
Our Blessed Lady because the procla-
mation four years earlier was not well 
known.  St. Bernadette was only 14 
years old, uneducated and could not 
have known about Pope Pius’ declara-
tion.    

Our Lady under the title of the “Im-
maculate Conception” is the patroness 
of the United States, Spain, Tanzania, 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
as well as several parishes in the Baton 
Rouge and New Orleans areas, including 
my parish in Denham Springs.

Q  The Second Book of Samuel, 
Chapter 7, reveals the Messiah 
would be a descendent of King 

David.  How can this prophecy relate 
to Jesus since he was not the biological 
son of Joseph, who was a descendent of 
David? 

A In the Bible there are two ge-
nealogies of Jesus, one in the 
Gospel of St. Matthew and one in 

the Gospel of St. Luke.  Both go through 
the line of David, and in both Joseph is 
clearly pointed out as a descendent of 
David.  Through her marriage to Joseph, 
Mary became part of his family and 

legally a part of the House of David.  
Therefore, when Joseph became the 
legal guardian of Jesus, Jesus became a 
descendent of David.  The Jews of Jesus’ 
day would have looked upon Jesus as 
the son of Joseph.

In addition, many theologians believe 
that Mary was also a direct descendent of 
King David.

The genealogy in St. Matthew traces 
Joseph back to David through his son, 
Solomon, but many believe that St. 
Luke’s genealogy is Mary’s ancestry 
because it goes back to David through 
Nathan, a different son of David.  

The custom in Jesus’ time was for a 
bridegroom (Joseph) to choose his bride 
(Mary) from his own tribe.  Therefore, 
if Joseph was a descendent of David, 
and Mary was part of Joseph’s tribe, 
Mary would also be a descendent of King 
David.

The Navarre Bible commentary 
discusses Jesus’ genealogy: “Joseph, 
being Mary’s husband, was the legal 
father of Jesus.  The legal father is on 
par with the real father as regards rights 
and duties. Since it was quite usual for 
people to marry within their clan, it can 
be concluded that Mary belonged to the 
house of David.  Several early fathers of 
the church testify to this – for example, 
St. Ignatius, St. Irenaeus of Antioch, St. 
Justin and Tertullian, who base their tes-
timony on an unbroken oral tradition.”

DEACON HOOPER is a deacon assistant 
at Immaculate Conception Church in 
Denham Springs. He can be reached at 
ghooper@diobr.org.

Stump the Deacon  
Deacon George Hooper
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WINE conference set Jan. 28

Women raised their hands in praise during a song by ValLimar Jansen at the 2021 Women in the New Evan-
gelization (WINE) conference at St. Aloysius Church in Baton Rouge. File photo by Debbie Shelley | The Catholic Commen-
tator

Mr. D’s Tree Service

• Economical
• Fully Insured • Quality Work

ovEr 40 yEars ExpErIEncE
Don Decell, owner
carl BaBin, owner

CALL TODAY! 
225-292-6756

Solution on page 10

ACROSS
1 Wife of the prophet Hosea
6 It was empty Easter morning
10 Fun follower?
14 Covered with water
15 A Rachael Ray favorite
16 Fat-reducing procedure, briefly
17 Some dressings
18 Promontory
19 Not fer
20 Item having exchange value
21 Very, in Versailles
22 At that time
23 Brother of Ham and Japheth
25 Roman Catholic Native American 

leader
27 Did possess
30 Jesus shared this with his apostles 

the night before he died
32 Coordinator of parish programs 

(abbr.)
33 ___ plaisir
35 Migrant farm worker
37 Grandson of Adam
41 Abraham was one
43 Former measure of length
44 Lofty nest
45 Eddy
46 Church divider
48 602, to Nero
49 Great Expectations narrator
51 Emperor of Russia
53 According to I Thessalonians, we 

will meet the Lord in this (with 
“the”)

54 Jonah’s destination 
58 First murder victim
60 Ever and ___
61 “Blessed is the fruit of your ___”
63 Mission to remember
67 “Categorical Imperative” philoso-

pher
68 Jesus found Nathanael under one
69 Kingly psalmist
70 Differ ending
71 Cain traveled this direction from 

Eden

72 Chew the scenery
73 Cervine animal
74 20th letter of the Hebrew alphabet
75 ___ and raves

DOWN
1 Biblical site of the temple of Dagon
2 Is indebted
3 Funeral ___
4 Politician Kefauver
5 Beat
6 Paul’s occupation
7 Above
8 Ancient law man
9 Told what to do
10 Razed
11 Number of Beatitudes
12 Speak extravagantly
13 It’s heavy, in Le Havre
24 US government agency
26 Space
27 Holbein or Arp
28 Acknowledge
29 Glace or tasse starter
31 Pale reddish purple
34 Possible occupation of Jesus
36 Cousin of Mary
38 Killer whale
39 103 in ancient Rome
40 Next in line
42 554, to Nero
47 Science rm.
50 Tin alloy
52 Lector
54 Adam and Eve were afraid 

because they were this
55 Silly
56 Immediate occasion
57 Greek goddesses of the sea-

sons
59 South American ruminant
62 Untidy condition
64 River in England
65 Baseball glove
66 Lyric poems

By Debbie Shelley
The Catholic Commentator

With overwhelming support 
in the Diocese of Baton Rouge, 
Women in the New Evangeli-
zation (WINE) returns for its 
third conference Saturday, Jan. 
28 at Our Lady of Mercy Church 
in Baton Rouge.

The theme for the conference 
is inspired by Scripture from the 
Old Testament: “This we have as 
an anchor of the soul, sure and 
firm, which reaches into the in-
terior behind the veil” (United 
States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops).

“I love the theme ‘Anchor of 
Hope,’ and I think right now 
we’re going through so much 
in our world today and in soci-
ety where everything seems so 
overcome by everything that is 
so earthly,” said WINE founder 
Kelly Wahlquist. “With every-
thing in the news I think it’s 
such an important time that we 
come together and realize that 
our hope is in the Lord.”

In the midst of turmoil, there 
is an expectation from women of 
receiving what they truly desire 
in life, pointed out Wahlquist.

“And it’s joy and happiness 
that comes from a relationship 
with the Lord. When we (WINE 
members) were talking about 
the theme, we thought what 
would be something that would 
elevate women and really lift 
them up. Hope is an anchor for 
the soul. We are not created for 
this world, we are created for 
something greater and that is 
where our hope comes from and 
that expectation comes from 
something that is eternal and 
that eternal life that is awaiting 
us,” she said.

Wahlquist added, “And once 
we focus on that we can see 
that we can overcome these ob-
stacles by the grace of God and 
through our faith and our sisters 
in Christ.”

One of the edifying things 
about the WINE conferences is 
that women from various walks 
of life attend the events.

“It really doesn’t matter where 
you are on your spiritual jour-
ney and it doesn’t matter how 
old you are. It doesn’t matter 
if you’re 18 or if you’re 98. One 
of the things that happens at a 
WINE event and that we hear all 
the time is that women will say, 
‘I feel like I belong,’ ” Wahlquist 
said.

The focus of WINE is on the 
nurturing and encouraging as-
pect of faith that makes life eas-
ier, Wahlquist said. 

She expressed gratitude to the 
WINE core team at OLOM for 
their excitement and prepara-
tion for the conference.

“Women are going to see 
women beautifully working in 
their gifts, whether it be the 
WINE core team that is deco-
rating, extending hospitality or 
organizing or singing, all these. 
You’re going to see all these 
women beautifully complement 
each other.”

The day will begin with Mass 
celebrated by Bishop Michael 
G. Duca, whom Wahlquist said 
has supported WINE since its 
inaugural diocesan conference 
in 2019 at Holy Rosary Church 
in St. Amant.

The conference will provide 
women an opportunity to know 
that they are “not alone” and 
come together for a day of praise, 
worship, speakers, confession, 
adoration, prayer teams, lunch 

and shopping. 
Speakers for the day will in-

clude Kitty Cleveland, artist; 
Leah Jacobson, founder of the 
Guiding Star Project, a non-
profit organization which meets 
the practical needs of women 
through providing health care; 
Martha Fernandez-Sardina, 
founder and executive director 
of Remember You Are Loved; 
and Baton Rouge resident Erin 
Franco, Catholic speaker, pod-
cast host and radio personality.

Wahlquist added, “Another 
thing I love is the fact that the 
Men of the Immaculata will be 
helping and complementing the 
women of WINE. I think that’s 
beautiful and it’s really special 
to see.”

WINE, a non-profit organi-
zation, celebrated its eighth 
“birthday” on Dec. 12, the feast 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe. 

“The fact that WINE is a 
non-profit, it is really run by 
the generosity of women living 
all around the country. And it’s 
flourishing because women are 
hungry, they are thirsting for a 
relationship with other women 
and to watch it unfold is great.”

She said this is certainly the 
case with the Diocese of Baton 
Rouge, which held its previ-
ous conference at St. Aloysius 
Church in Baton Rouge in 2021.

“There is a great enthusiasm 
and some really incredible lead-
ership in the Baton Rouge area 
for women’s ministries and for 
WINE,” Wahlquist. “One thing 
we would like for the women 
coming to the conference is to 
have a mountain top experience. 
And we want them to be on fire 
with the Holy Spirit.”

To register for the event, visit 
catholicvineyard.com.
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Another 
Perspective

Father John Carville

Mission Statement
The mission of The Catholic Commentator is to provide news, 
information and commentary to the people of the Diocese 
of Baton Rouge, Catholics and their neighbors alike. In doing 
so, The Catholic Commentator strives to further the wider 
mission of the Church: to  evangelize, to communicate, to 
educate and to give the Catholic viewpoint on important 
issues of the present day.

Please pray for the priests, deacons and religious women and men in the Baton Rouge Diocese.

 | PRAY FOR THOSE WHO PRAY FOR US

The eucharistic community is a cure for a sad world

Jan. 5 Rev. Edward Chiffriller SSJ
 Dcn. Jerry W. Braud
 Br. Malcolm Melcher SC
Jan. 6 Rev. Thomas F. Clark SJ
 Dcn. Joseph Bresowar 
 Sr. Adelaide Williamson CSJ
Jan. 7 Rev. Paul D. Counce
 Dcn. Stephen Brunet
 Br. Michael Migacz SC
Jan. 8 Rev. Randy M. Cuevas
 Dcn. Alec Campbell
 Sr. Martha Ann Abshire FMOL
Jan. 9 Rev. Gregory J. Daigle
 Dcn. Barry G. Campeaux

 Br. Paul Montero SC
Jan. 10 Rev. Peter Ai Dang
 Dcn. Michael T. Chiappetta
 Sr. M. Alokesh MC
Jan. 11 Rev. Jamin S. David
 Dcn. Randall A. Clement
 Br. Marcus Turcotte SC
Jan. 12 Rev. Al M. Davidson
 Dcn. Samuel C. Collura
 Sr. M. Annunciello MC
Jan. 13 Rev. David Dawson
 Dcn. William Corbett
 Br. Edward Violet SM
Jan. 14 Rev. Christopher J. Decker

 Dcn. Guy E. Decker 
 Sr. Barbara Arceneaux FMOL
Jan. 15 Rev. Bradley A. Doyle
 Dcn. Benjamin J. Dunbar Jr.
 Br. James Burns SC
Jan. 16 Rev. Vincent J. Dufresne
 Dcn. Kirk Duplantis
 Sr. Kathleen Babin CSJ
Jan. 17 Rev. Thomas P. Duhé
 Dcn. W. Brent Duplessis
 Br. William Cawley SC
Jan. 18 Rev.Mathew Dunn
 Dcn. Jeff R. Landry
 Sr. Mary Rosalind Luciani Barbeneaux SSF

The times we are living in 
are sad and dangerous. 
Locally, babies are being 

killed by parents on drugs. Sui-
cide rates are rising all over our 
country. Ideologies are killing 
any respect for the truth.

Countries are falling into the 
hands of types of “strongmen” 
who used to be called dictators. 
And 30 percent of the world in 
2020 faced moderate or severe 
food insecurity. They went 
hungry.

As one would suspect, 
people who are hurting are be-
coming sadder and much more 
negative.

Between 1990 and 2018 a 
“General Social Survey” mea-
sured the happiness levels of 
Americans. During those years, 
the share of Americans who put 
themselves in the lowest hap-
piness level increased by more 
than 50 percent.

These statistics on food 
insecurity, negativity and the 
happiness levels of Americans 
I obtained from a column by 
New York Times writer and TV 
personality, David Brooks. He 
wrote an article last month in 
the Times, entitled “Around 
the world, a tide of sadness is 
rising.” No comfort for us, but 
Brooks quotes a Gallup poll of 
people around the world that 
found 21 percent of people in 
India gave themselves a zero on 
a scale of zero to ten, meaning 
that they were living their worst 
possible life.

There are almost two billion 
people in the world, particu-
larly in India and China, who 
would not recommend their 
communities to a friend. And 
both of these countries have 
become richer during the same 
time span. Brazil and Mexico 
are also countries experienc-

ing great unhappiness in their 
population.

Brooks lists as causes of this 
world-wide malaise, first of 
all, declining community, then 
hunger, next, liv-
ing in almost daily 
physical pain. Jon 
Clifton, the CEO of 
Gallop Polls, wrote 
a book, “Blind Spot: 
The Global Rise of 
Unhappiness and 
How Leaders Missed 
It.” He notes that 
“development does 
not necessarily lead 
to gains in well be-
ing, in part because 
development is often 
accompanied by 
widening inequal-
ity.” Gross National 
Product doesn’t 
tell us how people 
are actually expe-
riencing their lives. 
Brooks continues, “Clifton not-
ed that according to the Global 
Peace Index, civic discontent-
riots, strikes, anti-government 
demonstrations – increased by 
244 percent from 2011 to 2019.” 
Brook’s conclusion is, “The 
emotional health of the world is 
shattering.”

This sounds very grim. But 
I think Pope Francis would 
agree. His image of the “throw-
away culture” fits a lot of what 
Brooks and Clifton are de-
scribing. But what is the path 
correction that we can take 
to make our people happier? 
Even a grump like the prophet 
Jeremiah knew what God 
promised Israel (and us), “I 
know well the plans I have in 
mind for you, ... plans for your 
welfare, not for woe! Plans to 
give you a future full of hope.” 

In some translations “welfare” 
is translated “prosperity,” but 
God isn’t talking about mon-
etary wealth. In the preceding 
verses Jeremiah talked about 

the Jews 
marrying 
and having 
children to 
increase in 
numbers and 
feeding their 
families with 
the produce 
of their 
gardens. God 
was creating a 
people to pray 
to him, and 
after 70 years 
in Babylon, he 
would bring 
them back to 
the land that 
he had prom-
ised them, by 
then strong 

and healthy.
I believe that the way to turn 

our sad world into a happier 
and healthier one is to begin 
with the first cause of our 
decline — diminishing com-
munity. We have a community, 
in fact, a whole network of 
communities. We call them 
parishes. They gather people 
into Catholic churches which 
exist for one main purpose, to 
celebrate the Eucharist that 
Jesus left us so that we may be-
come one, as he and his Father 
are one, united to him as he is 
to God our Father.

If we have not really beaten 
Covid, we have at least tamed 
it, for those who are willing to 
be vaccinated and boostered. 
We can safely return to Sunday 
and daily Masses in our parish 
churches. It is there that we can 

rebuild our sense of commu-
nity. Jesus knew what he was 
doing when he commanded 
his apostles to celebrate the 
Eucharist in memory of him. 
It is there at Mass that we are 
strengthened and united to God 
and to one another through 
sharing God’s word in Scripture 
and homily, through offering 
ourselves together with Jesus 
in the representation of his sac-
rifice on the cross, and through 
our common reception of his 
real presence in eucharistic 
communion.

Watching TV Mass was the 
best we could do while the Co-
vid pandemic raged, but that 
is certainly not the community 
builder that Sunday eucharis-
tic worship together at Mass 
provides us. When, because of 
a shortage of priests, parishes 
in our Diocese were clustered, 
the first and most important 
question asked by parishioners 
was, “Can we still have Sunday 
Mass in our home parish?” All 
of a sudden, we realized how 
important and comforting 
it was to celebrate our most 
important sacrament together 
with our neighbors. The Mass 
is the same and equally valid 
in all of our parishes, but our 
home parish is our community 
and our spiritual family. Our 
parish family needs us back in 
the pew, not at home in our pa-
jamas. A sense of community 
is important for our spiritual, 
mental and physical health 
and happiness.

FATHER CARVILLE is a retired priest 
in the Diocese of Baton Rouge 
and writes on current topics 
for The Catholic Commentator. 
He can be reached at johnny 
carville@gmail.com.
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Defying darkness with Christmas lights

A season to be ‘Emmanuel’

In Exile
Father Ron Rolheiser

The weekend before Christmas our church parish’s 
Religious Education Department put together 
a Nativity play to be performed by the second 

graders. It was after the Vigil Mass. We did not stay. 
We got to Mass 30 minutes early to 

participate in the Catholic Daughter’s 
rosary so 45 minutes after Mass may 
have caused the two-year-old to trans-
form into a wild man. Also, maybe I 
was starving from skipping lunch and 
the thank you gift cards to Cane’s for 
the kids being altar servers narrowed 
the decision-making. I’m not sure. It’s 
all fuzzy now. 

What was not blurry was the 
glimpse of joy I witnessed walking out. 
Two of our church’s religious sisters 
relocated from one of the first couple of 
pews to midway so that families could 
see their children within close view.  
When they both sat down they settled 
into their seats like they were on the 
50-yard line at the Super Bowl or even 
as if they were in Bethlehem the very 
night of his birth. The sweetness of 
their excitement was palpable but more so their rever-
ence was visible even in the chaos of people leaving and 
shepherd boys scrambling to get dressed.  

In that Mass’ homily, we heard our pastor mention 
we need to try our best to actually be “Emmanuel” to 
others. We should try to be, try to show “God is with 
us” to the people we encounter during the Christmas 
season. These two ladies showed me, Emmanuel, in an 
instant, and had no idea. 

As I was reflecting on the moment I realized I was 

supposed to share this treasure so others could know. 
Then, in more of the same reflection, I understood that 
I need to point out every time I see someone living out 
“God is with us,” especially to the kids. 

 One of my dearest friends always 
asks upon seeing me if I have any “glory 
stories” to share.  I didn’t always think 
I had any as I thought of only the most 
monumental as being worthy of “glory” 
or of mentioning but it is in all things.  
We manifest nothing. 

I am now more aware of the little 
and the most profound of stories that 
are credited only to the Lord. This 
same lady gives my children an old 
sacramental piece from a collection 
she received from her mother on their 
birthdays each year. This is little but so 
apparently “Emmanuel.” To shout out 
more, there is a wonderful lady at our 
church  who, as my oldest daughter and 
I say, “funds our mission.” 

She so lovingly shares her hard-
earned fun money with us so we can 
buy more rosary supplies. She faith-

fully wants us to know she celebrates and supports our 
ministry.  

Another angel woman will always cook the most deli-
cious grits for fellowship breakfasts after Friday morn-
ing Mass. Those grits get my oldest son out of bed on 
Fridays during the summer. These are our glory stories. 

Exhibiting “Emmanuel” also happens when my pas-
tor stops me before I leave the confessional every time 
and says, “Hang in there, babe.” He knows I am fully 
taken care of and that I have no big needs. It’s a simple 

recognition that raising rascals for Jesus ain’t for the 
weak. His quick but intentional “Emmanuel” gives me 
endurance and encouragement.  

“God is with us” was also in the text I received from 
an ACTS sister when she said, “I prayed for you today. I 
hope you felt it,” and by his grace I recalled having the 
best day of the week on that day.  

More glory should be spotlighted when one of our 
friends made C and E-shaped cookies for my and an-
other friend’s birthday. She and her kids could have just 
made them round but the extra love warmed our hearts. 

Those are all seemingly insignificant but when 
pondered and shared illuminate “Emmanuel’’ in every 
way. Important to note is there are tons of glory sto-
ries, and “Emmanuels” that are huge and we need to 
acknowledge them every single day. Like our friends 
who said “yes” to a baby that was given less than a 5% 
chance of surviving birth, and she is now 36 months 
old. She is a tiny saint on earth thriving with the 
challenge that is Trisomy-18. 

She laughs at my jokes and gazes into my eyes. She 
is a perpetual reminder that “ God is with us.” More 
personally, I am eight years sober and my feebleness can 
stake no claim to it. Thank you, Lord. You truly dwell 
among us. 

Father’s homily resonated with me to indeed be “Em-
manuel” during the Christmas season for others. Still, 
also it was a sweet love tap from the Holy Spirit that 
we also need to receive and appreciate when others are 
“Emmanuel” to us. You can count on my family’s prayer 
asking that you all are able to notice the big and the 
small touches Jesus makes on our lives every day. 

ELDRIDGE is a Catholic mom living in the Diocese of Baton 
Rouge facing the same challenges all families face.

In the days of apartheid in 
South Africa, one of the 
ways people expressed their 

opposition and their belief that 
someday it would be overcome, 
was to light a candle and put it 
in a window where it could be 
seen by anyone passing by. A 
lit candle, publicly displayed, 
made a prophetic statement. It 
didn’t take long for the govern-
ment to react. Placing a lit can-
dle in your window became a 
criminal offense, equivalent to 
carrying an illegal firearm. The 

irony wasn’t lost on children. 
They joked, “Our government is 
afraid of lit candles!”

And well they should be! To 
light a candle for a moral or 
religious reason (be it for pro-
test, for Hanukkah, for Advent, 
or for Christmas) is to make 
a prophetic statement of faith 
and, in essence, make a public 
prayer.

Admittedly, this can be hard 
to read inside the glow of the 
millions of Christmas tree lights 
that we see everywhere. Why 
do we put up all these lights at 
Christmas? A cynical answer 
suggests that this is done for 
purely commercial purposes. 
As well, for many of us, these 
lights are simply a question of 
aesthetics, color and celebration, 
mostly devoid of any religious 
meaning. However, even here, 
there is still something deeper 
going on. Why do we put up 
lights at Christmas? Why do we 
light our homes and our streets 
with colorful lights at this time 

of year?
No doubt, we do it for color, 

for celebration, and for com-
mercial reasons; but we also 
do it because, more deeply, 
it expresses a faith, however 
inchoately this might still be 
felt, that in Christ a final vic-
tory has been won and light 
has forever conquered dark-
ness. “The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness 
cannot overcome it.”

Our Christmas lights are, in 
the end, an expression of faith 
and in essence a public prayer. 
Nevertheless, we might still 
ask, to what end? What differ-
ence can this possibly make? 
Putting up lights as a symbol 
of faith can seem like a very 
insignificant and naïve thing 
to do in the face of the seeming 
overwhelming darkness of our 
world. We look at our world 
and we see millions suffer-
ing from the war, millions of 
refugees on borders around 
the world and hundreds of 

millions suffering from food 
shortages. As well, when we 
know that thousands of people 
every day are dying from do-
mestic violence, drug violence 
and gang violence, and when 
we see tension everywhere 
within our governments, our 
churches, our neighborhoods, 
and our families, we might ask 
ourselves, what difference do 
our little string of lights, or 
indeed all the Christmas lights 
in the world, make?

Well, in the words of the late 
Jesuit priest Michael Buck-
ley, prayer is most needed, just 
when it is deemed most use-
less. These are words to hang 
onto. Given the magnitude of 
our world’s problems, given the 
magnitude of the darkness that 
threatens us, now more than 
ever, it is imperative that we 
express our faith publicly, as a 
prayer. Now, more than ever, 
we need to show publicly that 
we still believe faith works, that 
we still believe in the power of 

prayer, and that we still be-
lieve that, in Christ, the power 
of darkness has been forever 
overcome.

This is expressed wonder-
fully in a poem John Shea 
inscribed inside his Christmas 
card this year.

Our Christmas trees want to 
talk to us

The greater darkness of 
December can take its toll and 
strengthen what afflicts us.

Our Christmas trees beg to 
differ. Their branches are full, 
leafy, strung with lights.

The brightness is defiant.
We want a perfect world.
But that is not always what 

we get.
We may experience cata-

strophic weather; a pandemic; 
threatened health; overstressed 
work, dipping finances, strug-
gling relationships and society 
and world either slightly or 
wildly insane.

Our Christmas trees glow. 
SEE ROLHEISER PAGE 11

Raising Rascals  
for Jesus
Ellen Eldridge
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LegaL Notices
Anyone with knowledge of the where-
abouts of Sanu Khan, Cindy Khanh, and 
Qurat Ul-Ain is asked to contact the Di-
ocesan Tribunal at 225-336-8755.

Enclosed is $9.50 for the first 15 words + 15¢ for each word thereafter + 25¢ per line for each special effect (all caps, centered 
line, bold lettering); for a total of $___________for each issue. Call for charging on your credit card.

Mail to: The Catholic Commentator, P.O. Box 2028, Baton Rouge, LA 70821-2028

PHONE

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY
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Check Category:

Advertisements will not 

be published without  

full payment in advance. 

Print Your Ad Here

 DATES TO RUN:

ClassifiedsThe Catholic Commentator
PO Box 2028
Baton Rouge LA 70821-2028

For help placing your classified ad, 
call 225-387-0983. All classified ads are prepaid. 

Credit cards are now accepted.

While we at The Catholic Commenta-
tor do our best to bring reliable ad-
vertisers to our readers, we are not 
responsible for any claims made by 
any advertiser.

aNNouNcemeNts
In sales employment advertise-
ments, the advertiser must name 
the product or service to be sold. 
Ads must state how wages will be 
paid (salary, commissions, etc.) if 
money is mentioned. The ad must 
also state if there is an investment 
required.

For saLe

BusiNess service

Greenoaks Cemetery.  Six plots in  
section 2, $2150 for one.  More than 
one is negotiable.  Request map at 
jwl21942@gmail.com. 

Resthaven Cemetery. Gorgeous resting 
place mausoleum two-casket space.  
Chapel of Eternal Faith, Hall D, plots 617 
& 618.  $11,000 includes lettering and 
vase.  Call 225-454-5626.

BusiNess service

Dave’s Bicycle Repair and Sales. Free 
estimate. Expert economical repair on 
all brands. Call 225-924-4337. By ap-
pointment only.

BROUSSEAU'S Painting
Interior and exterior painting. Experi-
enced and reliable. Free estimates. Call 
225-241-8488.

CALL TYRONE
“WHEN IT NEEDS FIXING”

LEAKING SINKS, FAUCETS, PIPES
UNCLOG DRAINS AND TOILETS
REPAIRS OR REPLACE GARBAGE 

DISPOSALS
PLUS OTHER REPAIRS

SUCH AS SMALL ENGINES AND 
HOUSEHOLD APPLIANCES, ETC.

CALL 225-802-4522 OR 225-346-6246 

BusiNess service

THOMAS LUNDIN, CPA
Accounting and taxes for businesses, 
non-profits and individuals; business, 
computer, financial and management 
services. 30 years experience; profession-
al, prompt and personal attention. Call 
225-296-0404.

LEBLANC’S TREE & STUMP
REMOVAL, INC.

Prompt service–Free estimates
FULLY INSURED

E. H. “Eddie” LeBlanc
Phone 383-7316

HOUSEKEEPER AND OFFICE CLEANING
MATURE DEPENDABLE

25 + YEARS EXPERIENCE
HAVE REFERENCES

CALL DEBBIE
225-369-1976

Mr. D’s Tree Service
3 Licensed Arborists

Free Estimates
Fully Insured

Don Decell & Carl Babin, owners
225-292-6756

 

Allan’s Tree Service
Specializes in large and dangerous tree 
removal. Licensed and insured.  Senior 
citizen and law/military discounts.  Allan 
Johnson 225-241-8789.

Greenoaks Memorial Park Promise 
Garden.  Single plot.  $4000.  Call 225-
954-3064.

HeLp WaNted HeLp WaNted

MAINTENANCE POSITION
St. Gabriel Catholic Church is seeking a maintenance person 
to join our team.  The candidate should have strong organi-
zational, planning and communication skills.  Must be able 
to work alone or as a team.  Must have the ability to climb a 
ladder and lift up to 50 pounds.  Some general knowledge of 
plumbing, electrical, and HVAC helpful, but is not required.  
Must be able to operate a tractor, zero-turn lawnmower, 
weed-eater and other equipment. Full-time includes ben-
efits, medical retirement and paid holidays & Holydays. 
Please mail your resume to St. Gabriel Catholic Church, 
3625 Highway 75, St. Gabriel, La 7076 or email:   
myratircuit@bellsouth.net or call 225-642-8441.

Cantor needed 9:30 a.m. Sunday  
Mass Congregation of St. Joseph. Must 
be Covid vaccinated.  Call 225-332-2999.

Brick, Block, Stone, Ceramic Tile and 
Major Masonry Repairs.  Call 985-778-
3596

Credit cards accepted. 

225-387-0983

Need a job,
provide a service or 

want to tutor,  
it all starts with the 

Classifieds.

G O M E R T O M B F E S T
A W A S H E V O O L I P O
Z E S T Y N E S S A G I N
A S S E T T R E S T H E N

S H E M S E A T T L E
H A D M E A L D R E
A V E C O K I E E N O C H
N O M A D E L L A E R I E
S W I R L R A I L D C I I

P I P C Z A R A I R
N I N E V E H A B E L
A N O N W O M B A L A M O
K A N T T R E E D A V I D
E N C E E A S T E M O T E
D E E R R E S H R A N T S

moc.scilohtacrofsemagdrow.www

Issues from 1962-2021 archived & available at 
  NEWS.DIOBR.ORG

First Friday Fish Fry Meals – St. Francis Xavier 
Church in Baton Rouge will host First Friday fish fry 
meals from 10 a.m. – until on Friday, Jan. 6 at the 
St. Francis Xavier School Cafeteria, 1150 S. 12th St., 
Baton Rouge. Meals are $13 each and include fish, 
spaghetti and cheese, potato salad, peas and cake. 
Delivery available for 10 or more orders. For more in-
formation, call Charles Fair at 225-326-5287 or Mary 
Williams at 225-333-1866. 

Secular Order Discalced Carmelites – The Secular 
Order Discalced Carmelites will meet Sunday, Jan. 8, 
1:30 p.m., at the Our Lady of Mercy Church Parish Ac-
tivity Center in the St. Gabrielle Room, 445 Marquette 
Ave., Baton Rouge. For details, call Ethlyn White 225-
803-3391 or email robertwhite456@att.net. 

 
Catholic Daughter Morning of Reflection – Dana 

Territo, spiritual director, will speak on “The Spiritual 
Graces of Aging” during a St. Jude Catholic Daughters 
Morning of Reflection Saturday, Jan. 21, 9:00 a.m. – 
noon, at St. Jude Church, 9150 Highland Rd., Baton 
Rouge. The event is free. RSVP by January Saturday, 

Jan. 15 to Barbara Michael at 225-769-0122 or bpm_
jfm@bellsouth.net; JoAnn Dodd at 225-931-6535 or 
jdodd48@cox.net; or Renee Beard at reneeb0625@
yahoo.com.

St. Agnes Masses – St. Agnes Church, 749 East 
Blvd., Baton Rouge will celebrate the following Mass-
es: Tuesday, Jan. 10, 5:30 p.m., pro-life Mass; Mon-
day, Jan. 23, 6:30 p.m., St. Sharbel healing Mass. For 
more information, call the St. Agnes office at 225-
383-4127.

Supper and Substance – Immaculate Concep-
tion Church, 865 Hatchell Lane, Denham Springs, 
will host a Supper and Substance dinner for married 
Catholic couples on Saturday, Feb. 3, 6:30 – 8:30 
p.m. Jason and Lauren Romero will give a presen-
tation, “Living Out the Sacrament of Marriage Joy-
fully.” Childcare will be available for children up to 
12 years of age. The fee is $60; however cost assis-
tance is available if needed. For more information or 
to register your children for childcare, call 225-665-
5926, ext. 181 or email amilton@icc-msh.org.

DYK 
From page 2

If you are wanting to lose 
weight St. Charles Borro-
meo can help you get trim. 
The patron saint of dieters 
and those who are obese, 
St. Charles had a stomach 
ailment that kept him from 
eating what he wanted. He 
also had a special connec-
tion to people who suffered 
starvation.

Finally, if you have 
“tried everything” but are 
still failing to meet your 
resolution goals, pray to St. 
Jude, the patron saint of 
lost causes.

Perhaps your trouble is 
getting started on a resolu-
tion at all and you tend to 

procrastinate. In that case 
turn to St. Expeditus. Ac-
cording to one old legend, 
when St. Expeditus decided 
to become a Christian, the 
devil appeared to him in the 
form of a raven and tried to 
persuade him to not make 
any decisions until the next 
day. St. Expeditus retorted, 
“No I will become a Chris-
tian today!”

The traditional “fresh 
start” of the New Year leads 
many of us to want to “do a 
little better” or “make some 
changes.” Any saint stands 
ready to start this new year 
with you to help you achieve 
what is hopefully your most 
important resolution, to live 
a holy, healthy life.

Happy New Year!
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Help WantedHelp Wanted

Classifieds

 PrinciPal PoSition 

St. Patrick Catholic School (K3-8th) serves Central 
Baldwin County and is located in Robertsdale, AL.  We 

are seeking a dedicated leader to serve as principal 
beginning in the 2023-2024 school year.  The successful 
candidate will have a love for our Lord and our Catholic 
faith along with a desire to lead our faculty in fostering 

growth in virtue and knowledge among our students.

• Practicing and active Catholic, in good standing
• Master’s Degree Education or Educational Leadership
• Teaching experience
• School administration experience 
• Excellent communication, collaboration, 

stewardship/fiscal management skills and willingness to 
learn Spanish

APPLICATION DEADLINE: FEBRUARY 2

Requirements for the position:

Application packet: mobarchschools.org/careers 
Additional information: kabreo@mobarch.org

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT ST. PATRICK CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
school.stpatcatholic.com

ROLHEISER 
From page 9

Their lights whisper;
“Give all the things that afflict you 

their due, but do not give them your soul.
You are more than the surrounding 

darkness.”
While struggling to overcome apart-

heid in South Africa, Archbishop Des-
mond Tutu was sometimes confronted 
by military personnel who came into his 
church while he was preaching, flashing 
their guns to intimidate him. He would 
smile at them and say, “I’m glad you 
have come to join the winning side!”  In 
saying this, he wasn’t talking about the 
apartheid struggle; he was talking about 
the forever victory that Christ has won 
for us. The most important of all battles 
has already been won, and our faith puts 

us on the winning side. Our Christmas 
lights express this, however consciously 
unaware of it we may be.

Karl Rahner once wrote that, at 
Christmas, God gives us sacred permis-
sion to be happy. Christmas also assures 
us that we have more than sufficient 
grounds to be happy, regardless of what 
might still be happening in our lives and 
in our world. We can be defiant in the 
face of everything that demands we be 
downcast. Our Christmas lights express 
that defiance. 

OBLATE FATHER RON ROLHEISER, theologian, 
teacher and award-winning author, is 
president of the Oblate School of Theol-
ogy in San Antonio, Texas. He can  
be contacted through his website  
ronrolheiser.com and facebook.com/
ronrolheiser.

GOSPEL 
From page 2

the glory of the Lord which pierces the 
darkness of the earth and illumines a 
passage for nations and kings to travel. 
Moreover, the radiance of God shines 
from those who behold it with their 
own eyes. The faithful beam with glory 
while offering praise from the depths of 
their hearts. Their eyes are raised in the 
splendor of the Lord.

From this LIGHT comes the true 
LIGHT that draws us nearer to God.  In 
the Gospel of St. Matthew, we hear of a 
guiding light, whom theologians teach is 
an angel that captures the sight of three 
Magi. Aware of the prophecies foretold 
of the expectation of a Messiah, they re-
spond to the heavenly guide in the fir-
mament and follow it. They were led to 
“the child with Mary his mother” (Mt 2: 
11).  This face-to-face encounter with Je-

sus and his mother must have been ex-
traordinary. 

In his encyclical “Deus Caritas Est” 
(2005) Pope Benedict prays, “Holy Mary, 
mother of God, you have given the world 
its true light, Jesus, your son – the son of 
God. You abandoned yourself complete-
ly to God’s call and thus became a well-
spring of the goodness that flows forth 
from him. Show us Jesus. Lead us to 
him. Teach us to know and love him, so 
that we too can become capable of true 
love and be fountains of living water in 
the midst of a thirsting world.” 

Because she said “yes” and was the 
living tabernacle of God, the light of 
Christ in her womb and arms, we can 
say “yes” and receive the light of Christ 
in the sacraments, most especially in the 
Eucharist. Mother of the light, pray for 
us.

Eucharistic Revival
As you begin 2023, take some time to 

CHAPEL 
From page 5

In the 11-plus years Father David has 
served as pastor, the chapel has flour-
ished, nearly tripling in the number of 
families. When Father David first ar-
rived, St. Thomas had 450 registered 
families; today it is approaching 1,300.

Early returns on the campaign have 
been encouraging with more than 
$200,000 raised in the first two weeks, 
which Father David said is indicative of 
the community’s resolve to see the proj-
ect to completion.

“The entire community of St. Mar-
garet is excited for the program,” Fa-
ther David said. “Visitors from Baton 
Rouge and the surrounding areas who 
own camps on Lake Maurepas and the 
Tickfaw and Blood Rivers frequent St. 
Thomas for worship. Weddings are al-
ways in demand.”

Renovations will also help St. Thomas 
and St. Margaret better serve a blossom-
ing community. Once a sleepy enclave 
in southeast Livingston civil Parish. 
Springfield is now experiencing some-
what of a population boom, especially 
among families who are seeking afford-
able housing and a safe environment. 

Planned subdivisions are sprouting 
up throughout the area and a major golf 
resort/business meeting center attracts 
thousands of visitors annually. 

Unity among St. Thomas and St. Mar-
garet has also been a contributor. 

Father David explained that when 
he arrived 11 years ago, he encountered 
two communities that were fragmented. 
Since that time, he said parishioners 
have united to say they are members of 
St. Margaret Parish with two worship 
spaces.

“Thus everything is shared,” Father 
David said. “Parishioners who frequent 
St. Thomas Chapel were instrumental in 
the renovation of St. Margaret Church; 
those who primarily worship at St. Mar-
garet will also be instrumental in the 
renovation of St. Thomas.”

Continued supply chain shortages  
mean renovations will not start until 
September, Father David said. But fresh 
off of a major renovation at St. Margaret, 
he is eager to don his hard hat, read a 
few blueprints along the way and get the 
work started.

 “I find excitement in seeing how 
fresh varnish, artistic touches and an 
improved lighting and mechanics will 
bring glory to God and will help aide in 
worship,” he said.

reflect on Mary as our spiritual mother; 
the person who cooperated with God’s 
calling; the person who offers hope; the 
person who intercedes for us; the person 
who bears the light of love, the person 
who points us to her son, our redeemer.  
Like Mary, we are called to live our lives 
through faith, with hope and in love. 

Jesus is our light! His real presence 
radiates life, hope and light. What chal-
lenges am I facing because of my faith? 
Can I defend the faith when challenged 
by others? Am I hopeful? Where can I 
sow hope? How can I love more, as did 
the Blessed Mother, with sacrifices and 

all? What about prayer? Am I talking 
and listening to God? What is the dark-
ness in my life? What needs forgiving 
and forgiveness? When are confessions 
heard at church? Has it been a while 
since I worshipped with my faith family 
at Mass? Do I take time to kneel before 
Jesus, fully present in the Blessed Sac-
rament? What area churches have ado-
ration chapels? How can I be a light of 
Christ to others in 2023?

Dow is the director of the Office of 
Evangelization and Catechesis for the 
Diocese of Baton Rouge.
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The angel Gabriel announced the coming 
of the first and greatest of all 
Christmas gifts – the gift of Christ!  His 

words announced the coming birth of a child to the Virgin Mary – a child that would transform her life and lives of people throughout 
the world in the most profound way!   
 

We observe the Christmas Season by giving gifts to our loved ones, and that’s what we do every day of the year at St. Vincent 
de Paul when we provide the gifts of food, clothing, shelter, medicine and other basic necessities to those in need.   
 

The world we live in now would be unrecognizable to Mary and Joseph, but over the 
centuries, as you can see from the pictures, one thing has remained the same – children 
are a source of joy, even to families that are experiencing poverty and homelessness.  
Many parents come to our Bishop Ott Sweet Dreams Shelter with their young children 
and very little else.  What they want most is a place to call home and a chance for a 
better life.  This year, we will provide over 20,000 guest nights of shelter to men, 
women, children, and families.  Most importantly, we provide critical case management services to help them break the cycle of 
homelessness.   
 

Unfortunately, inflation and the rising costs of food, rent, and utilities have created an even greater need than in past years.  
Last year, we served 215,000 meals, and this year, we are on track to serve over 250,000 meals.  Our doors are open every day 
of the year, and every meal we serve is a gift and blessing to someone in need.  At our Community Pharmacy, the gift at the top 
of everyone’s list is a life-sustaining medication.   
 

As you celebrate the Christmas Season, we ask you to keep the less fortunate in your thoughts and prayers.  Christ was an advocate 
for the poor and oppressed, and His message was one of love, charity and hope.  In today’s difficult economy, can you help one 
person or a family in need?  For every child and adult, you see here, there are countless others in need, and that’s 
why your financial support is so important.  We hope that you will consider using making a Christmas gift by check, 
or online at svdpbr.org or by using the QR code.  A gift of just $1.00 will provide a hot meal; $40 will provide one 
night of shelter for a homeless family of four; and $28 will fill a life-sustaining prescription.  Your generosity will 
give the gift of hope to someone in need.  Hope enables the poorest person to see beyond today and into a future 
filled with promise.  With hope and faith in Christ, all things are possible! Make your gift before the end of the year! 
 
 

Mail your gift to the St. Vincent de Paul, P.O. Box 127, Baton Rouge, LA 70821-0127 or give online at svdpbr.org 

Christmas Day is the Start of the Christmas Season 

REVIEW 
From page 1

“It has been a very significant 
step from a faith of hope.” 

With the war in Ukraine 
dominating the world scene, on 
March 25 Catholics in the diocese 
united with Catholics worldwide 
during a consecration service 
led by Bishop Michael G. Duca 
at St. Joseph Cathedral in Baton 
Rouge. Pope Francis had invited 
bishops throughout the world to 
join on the feast of the Annun-
ciation, March 25, to consecrate 
Russia and the Ukraine to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary.

The bishop began the service, 
which was attended by a stand-
ing-room only crowd, by leading 
the rosary. He also led praying 
the Act of Consecration to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary.

“There are times when we 
pray for someone but there are 
moments we kneel down in ear-
nest and we pray,” the bishop 
said. “And we pray this prayer 
(the Act of Consecration) today 
because we do believe, through 
the intercession of Mary, (God) 
will intervene.”

In launching a new path in 
combining excellence in faith 
and education, the Catholic 
Schools Office welcomed a new 
superintendent of schools, Dr. 
Pattie Davis. Davis has spent a 
lifetime in the classroom, teach-
ing at every level in Catholic edu-
cation from elementary through 
high school, along with serving 
in various administrative roles, 
including superintendent posi-
tions in two dioceses.

“I think (parents) are going 
to be proud when they watch the 
formation of their children over 
the years,” Davis said in an in-
terview with The Catholic Com-
mentator. “I think that we can 
prepare them and give them the 
community these families seek 
so much these days that they will 
not find in another school.”

Catholic Charities of the Dio-
cese of Baton Rouge had a busy 
year helping refugees fleeing the 
Russia-Ukraine War and other 
places of conflict, poverty and 
natural disasters.

Receiving special honors was 
Lisa Namikas, whom Catholic 
Charities USA selected as its Vol-
unteer of the Year.

A strong advocate and sup-
porter of refugees from Afghani-
stan, Namikas helped to rally 
hundreds of volunteers and col-
lected truckloads of household 
goods to welcome refugees from 
Afghanistan resettled by CCDBR 
since that country fell to the Tali-
ban in August 2021.  

Also, prior to the annual Hur-
ricane Mass at St. Joseph Ca-
thedral on June 1, Bishop Duca 
blessed a 26-foot box truck, 
which CCDBR was able to pur-
chase with funds raised during 
the 2016 flood earmarked for 
disaster preparedness through 
Catholic Charities USA. The 
truck will be used to assist the 
agency distribute relief materi-
als after a disaster. 

Also in 2022, ‘native son’ 
Archbishop Shelton Fabre 
moved from the land of “gum-
bo” to the land of “barbecue” as 
he was appointed archbishop of 
the Archdiocese of Louisville, 
Kentucky. A New Roads native 
and graduate of Pointe Coupee 
School, Archbishop Fabre served 
in several parishes in the Dio-
cese of Baton Rouge, including 
St. Francis Xavier Church and 

Sacred Heart of Jesus Church, 
both in Baton Rouge, before he 
was appointed auxiliary bishop 
of the Archdiocese of New Or-
leans.

From 1999-2005 he served 
as director of the Office of Black 
Catholics and from 2003-2007 
was chairman of the Pastoral 
Planning Committee. He also 
helped author “Open Wide Our 
Hearts,” the United States Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops’ let-
ter on racism. 

There was also definitely lots 
of “new” going on in the par-
ishes, with some celebrating the 
completion of projects and some 
breaking ground on new ones.

St. Thomas More Church in 
Baton Rouge celebrated the re-
dedication of its church. The 
two-hour ceremony was the cul-
mination of a two-year project 
hampered by the COVID-19 pan-
demic and supply shortages.

The $4.2 million project not 
only included renovating the 
church but also construction of a 
new parish office. Also included 
was construction of a plaza in 
front of the church that features 
benches, beautiful landscaping 

and statues of the Blessed Moth-
er and the Sacred Heart. 

 “This is our place of worship,” 
said STM pastor Father Michael 
Alello. “And we truly come to 
be fed by God’s word so we may 
hear God’s word in our lives.” 

Most Blessed Sacrament 
School in Baton Rouge also cel-
ebrated a ground-breaking on a 
new multi-purpose building.

“In order for the parish to 
grow we need to grow (the facili-
ties),” MBS pastor Father Todd 
Lloyd said. “(The new structures) 
will help us with all of that.” 

There’s also been a lot of cele-
brating on top of Catholic Hill by 
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church 
in St. Francisville. 

The church opened a new gift 
shop that is completely manned 
by volunteers and most recently 
celebrated a groundbreaking on 
a new religious education build-
ing. The groundbreaking sig-
naled the final stage of a master 
plan developed a decade ago.

“It will be a great investment 
in our youth and will ensure 
the beauty of our beloved hill,” 
OLOMC pastor Father Brad 
Doyle said.
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